
     

 

 

  

 

 

Plainfield Public Schools 

English Language Arts 

Curriculum Unit 

Grade/Course Grade Nine / English I 
Unit of Study Unit Three: Reading Informational  / Writing Arguments 
Pacing  5 – 7 Weeks 

 
Unit 

Overview 

 
 

 

In this unit, students will continue to focus on reading and writing 

about informational texts.  By the completion of the unit, students will 
have a better understanding of how specific details shape and refine 

the central ideas of a text, and how those details can support an 
analysis of the text. 

Students will also develop their abilities to write arguments in support 
of claims based on their reading of informational texts. The unit will 

culminate in a final performance task, which requires students to 
compose an argumentative essay that addresses an important issue.   
This piece satisfies a core requirement of the district student writing 

portfolio (W.CCR.2). 

 

UNIT STANDARDS 

Priority Standards  

 

Reading Informational Text 

 

RI.9.1 Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence, (e.g., via discussion, 
written response, etc.) and make relevant connections, to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including determining where 
the text leaves matters uncertain.  

 
RI.9.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze how it is developed and 
refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.  

RI.9.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, 
including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 
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developed, and the connections that are drawn between them. 

RI.9.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a 
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). 

 
RI.9.6  Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how 

an author uses rhetorical devices to advance that point of view or purpose.  

 
Writing 

 
W.9.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
a. Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies, 

propaganda devices, and using sound reasoning, supplying evidence for 
each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level and concerns.  

c. Use transitions (e.g. words, phrases, clauses) to link the major sections 
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) 

and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and 
counterclaims.  
d. Establish and maintain a style and tone appropriate to the audience and 

purpose (e.g. formal and objective for academic writing) while attending to 
the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.  

e. Provide a concluding paragraph or section that supports the argument 
presented.  

 
W.9.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 
W.9.9  Draw evidence from literary or nonfiction informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

 
W.9.9b. Apply grades 9–10 Reading standards to nonfiction informational (e.g., 

“Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 
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false statements and fallacious reasoning”).  

 

Supporting Standards 
 
Reading Literature 

 
RL.9.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant connections to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferentially, including 
determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.9.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 

including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific 
word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and 

place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
 
Reading Informational Text 

 
RI.9.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 

particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
 
RI.9.8  Describe and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 

whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify false 
statements and reasoning.  

 
Writing 
 

W.9.5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA 

Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and 
audience.  
 

W.9.6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update writing 
products, taking advantage of technology’s capacity to link to other information and to 

display information flexibly and dynamically.  
 
W.9.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 

revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 
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Speaking and Listening 

 
SL.9.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-

one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

b. Collaborate with peers to set rules for discussions (e.g. informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views); develop clear goals 

and assessment criteria (e.g. student-developed rubric) and assign individual 
roles as needed.  

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the 
current discussion to broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others 

into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions. 

 

SL.9.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats 
(e.g., visually, quantitatively, qualitatively, orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy 
of each source.  

 
SL.9.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, 

identifying any false reasoning or distorted evidence.  
 
SL.9.4 Present information, findings and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 

logically. The content, organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience.  

 
SL.9.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of 
formal English.  

 
Language 

L.9.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
usage when writing or speaking. 

a. Use parallel structure.* 

b. Use various types of phrases (noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, participial, 
prepositional, absolute) and clauses (independent, dependent; noun, relative, 

adverbial) to convey specific meanings and add variety and interest to writing or 
presentations. 
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*Beginning in grade 3, skills and understandings that are particularly likely to require 

continued attention in higher grades as they are applied to increasingly sophisticated 
writing and speaking are marked with an asterisk. 

L.9.2 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

a. Use a semicolon (and perhaps a conjunctive adverb) to link two or more 

closely related independent clauses. 

b. Use a colon to introduce a list or quotation. 

c. Spell correctly. 

L.9.3 Apply knowledge of language to make effective choices for meaning, or style, and 
to comprehend more fully when reading, writing, speaking or listening. 

a. Vary word choice and sentence structure to demonstrate an understanding of 
the influence of language. 

L.9.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 9–10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 

strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 
word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or 
phrase. 

b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different 
meanings or parts of speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, 

advocacy). 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word 
or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, or its etymology. 

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., 
by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.9.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 

nuances in word meanings. 

a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and 
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analyze their role in the text. 

b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.  

L.9.6 Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career 

readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 

“UNWRAPPED” District Power Standards 

 

 

READING INFORMATIONAL TEXT 

 

RI.9.1 Accurately CITE strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via discussion, 

written response, etc.) and MAKE relevant connections to SUPPORT analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 

DETERMINING where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

 

RI.9.2 DETERMINE a central idea of a text and ANALYZE how it is developed and 

refined by specific details; PROVIDE an objective summary of the text. 

 

WRITING 

W.9.1 WRITE arguments to SUPPORT claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, USING valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 

a. INTRODUCE precise claim(s), DISTINGUISH the claim(s) from alternate or 

opposing claims, and CREATE an organization that establishes clear 

relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

 

e. PROVIDE a concluding paragraph or section that SUPPORTS the argument 

presented.  
 

 



7 
 

. 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                             ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 9 Unit 3 

 

“Unwrapped” Skills 

(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 

(students need to know) 

DOK 

Levels 

 
POWER STANDARD: RI.9.1 

CITE 

 
 

 
MAKE 
 

 
 

SUPPORT 
 
 

 
 

 
 
DETERMINING 

Textual evidence 

● Strong 
● Thorough 

 
Relevant connections 
 

 
 

Analysis of 
● What the text says explicitly 
● Inferences drawn from the 

text 
 

 
 

where the text leaves matters 

uncertain 

3 

 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

 
2 

Students Know: 

● Inferences are assumptions based on textual evidence and reasoning. 

Students Can: 

● Draw inferences from informational text to make and support an analysis that 
goes beyond the obvious by using strong and thorough evidence. 

● Support my conclusions with explicit and implicit textual evidence. 

● Synthesize evidence collected from the text to best support my conclusions. 
● Explain the relationship between my analysis/inference/conclusion and my textual 

evidence. 
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POWER STANDARD: RI.9.2  

DETERMINE 
 

 
 

ANALYZE 
 
 

 
 

 
PROVIDE 
 

Central idea of a text 
 

 
 

How it is developed and refined by 
specific details 
 

 
 

 
Objective summary of the text 

2 
 

 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

 
2 

 

 
 

Students Know: 

● How an author's use of motif (i.e. central idea) can help illuminate the theme of a 
particular text. 

Students Can: 

● Analyze how a central idea develops over the course of the text, 

including evidence from the text as support. 
● Explain how specific details from the text refine or create subtle distinctions that 

shape the central idea. 
● Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of texts 

(e.g., purpose, central idea). 
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POWER STANDARD: W.9.1  

WRITE 
 

SUPPORT 
 

 
USING 
 

Arguments  
 

Claims in an analysis of substantive 
topics or texts 

  
● valid reasoning  
● relevant and sufficient 

evidence 

3 
 

3 
 

 
3 

Students Know: 

● An argument is a logical way of demonstrating that a position, belief, or 
conclusion is based on reasoning and evidence gained from analysis of a topic or 
text or analysis of an aspect of a topic or characteristic of a text. 

● A claim is the writer's specific position on a particular topic or text based on 
analysis of a topic or text. 

● The effectiveness of an argument is grounded in valid reasoning (e.g., deductive, 
inductive) and appropriate evidence gained from analysis of a topic or text. 

Students Can: 

● Establish a claim that demonstrates a thorough understanding of a topic or text. 
● Structure arguments to support claims using reasons and evidence. 

● Interpret and apply evidence that supports claims. 
● Anticipate the knowledge and concerns of the audience. 

● Clarify the relationship between claims and reasons, reasons and evidence, and 
claims and counterclaims. 

● Maintain a formal style and objective tone. 

 

POWER STANDARD: W.9.1a.  

INTRODUCE 
 

DISTINGUISH 
 
 

 
CREATE 

Precise claims 
 

the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims  
 

an organization that establishes 
clear relationships among  

3 
 

4 
 
 

4 
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● claim(s) 

● counterclaims 
● reasons 

● evidence  

 

POWER STANDARD: W.9.1e. 

PROVIDE 
 

SUPPORTS 
 

Concluding paragraph or section  
 

Argument presented 

3 
 

3 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Focus Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

● alternate claim 

● argument 
● cite  
● claim 

● counterclaim 
● distinguish 
● opposing claim 

● relevant 
● textual evidence 

● thorough  
● valid  

 

 

● call to action 

● civil rights 
● counterargument 
● delineate 

● discrimination 
● fallacious reasoning 
● loaded language 

● persuasive techniques 
● social injustice 

● types of fallacies 
 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

 
How do readers construct meaning from 

text? 
 

 
 
How can a reader determine the central 

ideas of a text? 

 
Good readers analyze, compare, infer, 

synthesize, and make connections (text to 
text, text to world, text to self) to make text 

personally relevant and meaningful. 
 
Readers can determine the central ideas of 

a text by analyzing how important details 
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How does a writer develop an effective 

argument? 

develop throughout the text 

 
Writers can develop effective arguments by 

stating precise claims that are supported 
by valid reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence.  

 

 

 

 

District Assessments 

 

 
 

Unit 3 Pre-Assessment 

 

 
 

ELA Grade 9 Common Assessment  
 

(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 
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Engaging Learning Scenario 

 
Your school requires that each ninth grader completes a service learning project during 

spring break. The theme for this year’s project is: “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere,” Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s famous quotation.  
 

Each student must write a proposal to be reviewed by the school’s Service Learning 
Committee, consisting of administrators, guidance counselors, teachers, parents, and 

twelfth-grade students. 
 
For your service project to be approved, you must research an organization that works to 

address a specific social injustice, and support your claim that the mission of the 
organization is a worthy one.  

 
 
 

 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

 
Task 1:  Read two texts by Martin Luther King, Jr. Participate in a discussion and write an 
analysis of one of the texts. 

 
Task 2:  Discuss issues of social injustice today. Choose the social issue that you want to 

explore.  
 
Task 3:  Research your issue, organizations that address it, and why the issue is 

relevant.   
 

Task 4:   Write an argumentative essay in which you support the claim that your selected 
issue and organization are worthy of your volunteer time.   
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Performance Task # 1 

In Detail 

Power Standards: RI.9.1, RI.9.2 

Additional Standards: RI.9.3, RI.9.4, RI.9.5, RI.9.6, SL 9.1, SL 9.2 

 
Task 1 Detailed: Read “Letter from Birmingham Jail”. Discuss issues of social injustice 
addressed in the letter and write an analysis. 

 
● Read the transcript of “Letter from Birmingham Jail”.  

 
● Participate in a group discussion centered on the text. Discuss the following in your 

group: What does the text say about the events in Birmingham? How does MLK 

feel about the events? What was his purpose for being in Birmingham? What 
injustices does he describe? What does he say are the possible responses to 

injustice? How does MLK describe the differences between just and unjust laws? 
 

● Write a summary and analysis of the text in which you: 

➢ determine the central idea 
➢ analyze its development over the course of the text 

➢ include how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details 
➢ determine the author’s point of view or purpose 

 

 

Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 2 1 

 

All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 

 Propels 
conversations by 

posing and 
responding to 
questions that 

relate the current 
discussion to 

 Comes to discussion 
prepared, having read 
and researched material 

under study 

 Refers to evidence from 

text as part of the 
discussion 

 Builds on others’ ideas 

  Meets _7_ 
of the 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets 
fewer than 
_7_ of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 
 Task to be 

repeated 

after re-
teaching 
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broader themes 

or larger ideas. 

 Actively 

incorporates 
others into the 
discussion 

 

 

and expresses own ideas 

clearly and persuasively. 

 Clarifies, verifies, or 

challenges  ideas and 
conclusions. 

 Integrates multiple 
sources of information 

presented in diverse 
media or formats 

 Provides an objective 
summary of the text 

 Determines a central idea 
of the text  

 Analyzes the 
development of this 

central idea over the 
course of the text 

 Cites strong and thorough 
textual evidence to 

support analysis of both 
implicit and explicit ideas 
from the text  

 Determines the author’s 

point of view or purpose 
in the text. 

 

 Comments: 
 

 

Key 
4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards - Proficient 

2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

 

6.1.12.A.13.b  Analyze the effectiveness of 
national legislation, policies, and Supreme 

Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, 
the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative 

Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and 
Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties 

and equal opportunities.       
 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving 

individual rights and national security, and 
evaluate how the laws might be applied to 

a current case study that cites a violation 
of an individual's constitutional rights. 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task: 

 
✓ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

✓ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

✓ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.9.1, RI.9.2 

Additional Standards: RI.9.3, RI.9.4, RI.9.5, RI. 9.6, W.9.9, SL 9.1, SL 9.2, SL 9.4 
 

Task 2 Detailed: Discuss issues of social injustice today. Choose the social issue that you 
want to explore. 

 
● In small and/or large groups, discuss issues of social injustice today by answering 

the question: How does the quote, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 

everywhere” relate to social issues today? 
 

● Create a graphic organizer (such as a Cluster Diagram or Web) of several social 
issues today and examples of injustice for each. Choose a social issue that you 
want to explore in research. 

 
● Begin to research your social issue.  Determine why this issue is relevant and 

significant today. Support your decision with several examples of injustice. 
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● Create a graphic organizer that states your claim and provides supporting 
evidence. 

 
● In small or large groups, compare arguments and counter arguments. Take notes 

during discussion.  Following discussion, reconsider your arguments and make any 

changes to your work. 
 

● Revise your graphic organizer. This will determine your focus for further research. 
The graphic organizer must include the following: 

➢ Your claim about a contemporary social issue 

➢ Possible alternate or opposing claims (counterclaims) 
➢ Supporting reasons and evidence 

 
 
 

 
Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 
4 

 

3 2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 

 illustrates 
relationships 

among claim, 
counterclaim(s), 
reasons and 

evidence 
 

 submits graphic 
organizer 
 

 states a clear 
position 

 
 lists possible 

counterclaim(s) 

 
 provides valid 

reasoning  
 

 provides 

reasonable 
evidence 

 
Meets _4_ of the 
“Proficient” criteria 

 Meets 
fewer than 
_4_ of the 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 
after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards - Proficient 
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2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

6.1.12.A.13.b  Analyze the effectiveness of 

national legislation, policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, 
the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 

Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative 
Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and 

Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties 
and equal opportunities.       

 

6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving 
individual rights and national security, and 

evaluate how the laws might be applied to 
a current case study that cites a violation 
of an individual's constitutional rights. 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  

 
✓ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

✓ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

Effective Oral and Written Communication 

✓ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 
 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

 
Power Standards: RI.9.1, RI.9.2  

Additional Standards: RI.9.3, RI.9.6, W.9.9 

 
Task 3 Detailed:  Research your issue, organizations that address it, and why the issue is 

relevant. 
 

 Conduct research to find supporting evidence for your reasoning and arguments.  

Use informational text and primary sources. 
 

 Use three or more sources to find supporting evidence for your argument. 
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 Use a note taking system such as Mind Mapping, Cornell System or Note Cards to 
record your information. 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All 

“Proficient” 
criteria plus: 

 Provides 

evidence to 
support the 

stated 
position from 
more than 

three 
sources. 

 Evidence that 
establishes a 
pattern over 

time 
 Evidence 

from two or 
more primary 
sources 

 
 

 
 

Research has 

produced: 
 

 evidence to 

support the 
position 

statement 
 evidence to 

support three 

or more 
claims 

 evidence  
from three 
sources were 

used 
 a clear 

relationship 
between the 
quote and 

the social 
movement  

 

 Meets 

_3_“Proficient” 
criteria 
 

 Meets fewer than 

3 of the 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated after re-

teaching 
 Comments: 
 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards - Proficient 



19 
 

. 
 

 Plainfield Public Schools                             ELA Curriculum                                    Grade 9 Unit 3 

 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

 
6.1.12.A.13.b  Analyze the effectiveness of 

national legislation, policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, 

the Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative 
Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and 

Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties 
and equal opportunities.       

 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving 
individual rights and national security, and 

evaluate how the laws might be applied to 
a current case study that cites a violation 

of an individual's constitutional rights. 
 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

€ Teamwork and Collaboration 
€ Initiative and Leadership 

€ Curiosity and Imagination 
€ Innovation and Creativity  
€ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

€ Flexibility and Adaptability 
✓ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

✓ Accessing and Analyzing Information 
€ Other 

 

 

Performance Task # 4 
In Detail 

 
Power Standards: W.9.1  

Additional Standards:W.9.4, W.9.5, W.9.6, W.9.9, W.9.10 
 

Task 4 Detailed:  Write an argumentative essay in which you argue that your selected issue 
and organization are worthy of your volunteer time.   

 
● Use the writing process (draft, revise, confer, edit, publish) to compose your essay. 

 

● Introduce precise claim(s) and distinguish claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims.  

● Organize your essay to establish clear relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 
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● Cite valid relevant and sufficient evidence. 

● Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone.  

● Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

 
 

 
Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

 

 

4 3 

 

2 

 

1 

 All “Proficient” 

criteria plus: 

 

 Develops claims 

and counterclaims 

fairly, supplying 

evidence for each 

while pointing out 

the strengths and 

limitations of both 

in a manner that 

anticipates the 

audience’s 

knowledge level 

and concerns. 

 Cites evidence 

from several 

primary sources 

 

 Provides evidence 

of the writing 
process (drafts, 

revisions, 
conferences) 

 Introduces precise 

claim(s) and 
distinguishes 

claim(s) from 
alternate or 
opposing claims 

 Creates an 
organization that 

establishes clear 
relationships among 
claims, 

counterclaims, 
reasons and 

evidence. 
 Uses valid 

reasoning 

 Cites relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 

 Establishes and 
maintains a formal 

 Meets __4__ of 

the “Proficient” 
criteria 

 

 Meets fewer 

than __4__ of 
the “Proficient” 

criteria 
 Task to be 

repeated after 

re-teaching 
 Comments 
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style and objective 

tone 
 Provides a 

concluding 
statement that 
follows from and 

supports the 
argument 

presented. 

 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards - Proficient 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1 = Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections and 

Related Focus Standards 

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

 

6.1.12.A.13.b  Analyze the effectiveness of 
national legislation, policies, and Supreme 
Court decisions (i.e., the Civil Rights Act, the 

Voting Rights Act, the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Title VII, Title IX, Affirmative 

Action, Brown v. Board of Education, and 
Roe v. Wade) in promoting civil liberties and 
equal opportunities.       

 
6.3.12.D.1 Analyze current laws involving 

individual rights and national security, and 
evaluate how the laws might be applied to a 
current case study that cites a violation of an 

individual's constitutional rights. 

 

✓ Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

✓  Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

✓ Effective Oral and Written Communication 
✓ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Research-Based Effective  

Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 
✓ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

✓ Summarizing and Note Taking 

❑ Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 

❑ Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 

❑ Cooperative Learning 

❑ Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 

❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 

❑ Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

✓ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

✓ Check all those that apply to the unit: 
 

✓ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

✓ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

✓ Effective Oral and Written Communication 
✓ Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Differentiation Strategies 

(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 

 

 
Additional Supports: 

● Small group instruction 
● Varied questioning strategies 
● Various organizers 

● One-on-one teacher assistance 
● Interest  learning center 

● Pair-Share activities 
● Enlist a student “Expert for the Day” 

 

Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 
● More challenging and creative work 

● Independent study with higher level 
concepts and skills 

● Use of primary source material only 

 
● Direct/ explicit instruction 

● Additional time 
● Assistive technology 
● Advance organizers 

● Accommodations for learning styles 
or multiple intelligences  

● Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 
● Modified instruction 
● Peer tutoring 

● Reassessment of lesson or 
teaching style 

● Apply Response to Intervention 
(RTI) methods 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 
Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language 
Learners 

 
● Additional time 
● Modified assignments appropriate 

to skills and ability 
● Change of pace 

● Small group work 
● Use of visuals or audio to enhance 

lessons 

● Scaffold information 
● Consistent checks for 

understanding (oral and written) 
● Peer mentors 
● Media presentations 

 
● Allow extra response time 
● Cooperative learning groups 

● Building upon student’s prior 
knowledge 

● Questions and activities appropriate 
to student levels of English ability 

● Consistent checks for 

understanding (oral and written) 
● Visuals and graphic organizers 

● Connections to primary language 
and culture 

● Assignments modified on an 
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● Dialogues/Skits/Historical Readings individual and as-needed basis 

● Modified reading list 
● Vocabulary acquisition  
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Lessons and Resources 

Grade Nine 
Unit Three 
Power Standards RI.9.1, RI.9.2, W.12.1 

 

Standard: RI.9.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 

Learning 

Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Draw 
inferences from 
informational 
text to make 
and support an 
analysis that 
goes beyond 
the obvious by 
using strong 
and thorough 
evidence. 

 

Show students how you 
would choose evidence 
from the text to support 
your inference; discuss 
with them the questions 
you would ask to arrive at 
that selection. 

 

Add what students 
learned (from the text 
about this subject) 
compared to what they 
already know (about that 
subject); then, have 
students confirm that 
their reasoning is sound 
by finding evidence for 

their inferences. 

 

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Civil Rights 
Civil Rights Movement Overview  
http://www.scholastic.com/teacher
s/article/civil-rights-movement-
overview 

 
The Civil Rights Movement – A 
Summary  
http://www.historyinanhour.com/20
11/02/09/the-civil-rights-
movement/ 

MLK: More than Just a Dream 
http://www.tolerance.org/blog/mlk-
more-just-dream 

Reflections on a Dream Deferred  
http://www.tolerance.org/magazin
e/number-33-spring-
2008/feature/reflections-dream-
deferred 

The Path Toward Empowerment  
http://www.tolerance.org/activity/p
ath-toward-empowerment 

Equality Still Elusive 50 years 
After the Civil Rights Act 

Support 
conclusions 
with explicit and 
implicit textual 
evidence. 

Give students several 
pieces of evidence and 
ask them to determine 
what explicit idea in the 
text the evidence 
supports. 

3 

 

 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/civil-rights-movement-overview
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/civil-rights-movement-overview
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/civil-rights-movement-overview
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/civil-rights-movement-overview
http://www.historyinanhour.com/2011/02/09/the-civil-rights-movement/
http://www.historyinanhour.com/2011/02/09/the-civil-rights-movement/
http://www.historyinanhour.com/2011/02/09/the-civil-rights-movement/
http://www.historyinanhour.com/2011/02/09/the-civil-rights-movement/
http://www.tolerance.org/blog/mlk-more-just-dream
http://www.tolerance.org/blog/mlk-more-just-dream
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/reflections-dream-deferred
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/reflections-dream-deferred
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/reflections-dream-deferred
http://www.tolerance.org/magazine/number-33-spring-2008/feature/reflections-dream-deferred
http://www.tolerance.org/activity/path-toward-empowerment
http://www.tolerance.org/activity/path-toward-empowerment
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 http://www.usatoday.com/story/ne
ws/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-
act-progress/4641967/ 

 
Civil Rights: How Far Have We 
Come? 
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/
article.jsp?id=4794 

 

 

Alternate Topic: The Lilly 

Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 

Employment Fact Sheet, “The 

Wage Gap for Mothers, State by 

State” National Women’s Law 

Center. June 2015 

http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/fil

es/pdfs/wage_gap_for_mothers_st

ate_by_state.pdf 

 

Employment Fact Sheet, “How the 

Wage Gap Hurts Women and 

Families”. National Women’s Law 

Center. April 2015 

http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/fil

es/5.11.15_how_the_wage_gap_h

urts_women_and_families.pdf 

 

Facts About Pay Equity, “Women 

Deserve Equal Pay” National 

Organization for Women. 

http://now.org/resource/women-

deserve-equal-pay-factsheet/ 

 

AAUW Quick Facts, “Gender Pay 

Gap” American Association of 

University Women. January 2015. 

http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/01/

Synthesize 
evidence 
collected from 
the text to best 
support 
conclusions 

 

Pose questions—about 
words, actions, details—
that require students to 
look closely at the text for 

answers. 

 

Offer students a set of 
samples of evidence of 
different degrees of 
specificity and quality to 
evaluate, requiring them 
to choose the one that is 
best and provide a 

rationale for their choice. 

3 

 

 

 

 

2 

 

 

Explain the 
relationship 
between 
analysis/ 
inference/ 
conclusion and 
textual 
evidence. 

 

Provide students access 
to the text—via tablet or 
photocopy—so they can 

annotate it as directed. 

Offer students an 
example of what it means 
to read explicitly and 
support your inferences 
with evidence; then tell 
them what a passage 
explicitly says, asking 
them to find evidence 
inside the text to support 
their statement about its 

meaning. 

 

1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2014/01/19/civil-rights-act-progress/4641967/
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4794
http://www.scholastic.com/browse/article.jsp?id=4794
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/wage_gap_for_mothers_state_by_state.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/wage_gap_for_mothers_state_by_state.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/wage_gap_for_mothers_state_by_state.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/wage_gap_for_mothers_state_by_state.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/5.11.15_how_the_wage_gap_hurts_women_and_families.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/5.11.15_how_the_wage_gap_hurts_women_and_families.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/5.11.15_how_the_wage_gap_hurts_women_and_families.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/5.11.15_how_the_wage_gap_hurts_women_and_families.pdf
http://now.org/resource/women-deserve-equal-pay-factsheet/
http://now.org/resource/women-deserve-equal-pay-factsheet/
http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/01/Gender-Pay-Gap-nsa.pdf
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Gender-Pay-Gap-nsa.pdf 

 

BLS Reports, “Women in the 

Labor Force: A Databook” U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. United 

States Department of Labor. May 

2014. 

http://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/cp

s/womenlaborforce_2013.pdf 

 

BLS Reports, “Highlights of 

Women’s Earnings in 2012” U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. United 

States Department of Labor. 

October 2013. 

http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswom20

12.pdf 

 

“Labor Force Statistics from the 

Current Population Survey” U.S. 

Bureau of Labor Statistics. United 

States Department of Labor. 

http://www.bls.gov/cps/earnings.ht

m#demographics 

 

National Organization for Women 

“The Gender Pay Gap – Myth vs 

Fact” http://now.org/resource/the-

gender-pay-gap-myth-vs-fact/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/01/Gender-Pay-Gap-nsa.pdf
http://www.aauw.org/files/2015/01/Gender-Pay-Gap-nsa.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/cps/womenlaborforce_2013.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/opub/reports/cps/womenlaborforce_2013.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswom2012.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/cpswom2012.pdf
http://www.bls.gov/cps/earnings.htm#demographics
http://www.bls.gov/cps/earnings.htm#demographics
http://now.org/resource/the-gender-pay-gap-myth-vs-fact/
http://now.org/resource/the-gender-pay-gap-myth-vs-fact/
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Standard: RI.9.2 
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, 
including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

 
Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 
Level  

Resources 

Analyze how a 
central idea 
develops over 
the course of the 
text, 
including evi-
dence from the 
text as support. 

 

Ask students to generate 
all possible ideas and 
themes after skimming and 
scanning the text, then 
determine which of them 
the text most fully 
develops. 
 

 
Direct students to 
underline, label, or 
somehow code all the 
words, images, or other 
details related to the 
central ideas or themes 
throughout the text; then 
examine how their use 
evolves over the course of 
the text. 

 

1 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
2 

 
 

Suggested texts: 
McDougal Littell Literature: 
from Rosa Parks, by Douglas 
Brinkley, page 274 

 
I Have a Dream by Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., page 600 

 

Teacher Resources: 
Video: Close Reading of a Text: 
MLK “Letter from Birmingham Jail” 
https://www.engageny.org/resource/
middle-school-ela-curriculum-video-
close-reading-of-a-text-mlk-letter-
from-birmingham-jail 

 
Rhetorical Analysis of “Letter From 
Birmingham Jail”  
http://faculty.millikin.edu/~moconner
/writing/king1a.html 

 
Civil Rights Act of 1964  
http://research.archives.gov/descrip
tion/299891 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.p
hp?flash=true&doc=97&page=trans

cript 

 

Explain how 
specific details 
from the text 
refine or create 
subtle 
distinctions that 
shape the 
central idea. 

 

Tell students to figure out 
which words, phrases, or 
images recur throughout 
the text that might signal 
they are the central idea. 

 

 

1 

 
 

 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/middle-school-ela-curriculum-video-close-reading-of-a-text-mlk-letter-from-birmingham-jail
https://www.engageny.org/resource/middle-school-ela-curriculum-video-close-reading-of-a-text-mlk-letter-from-birmingham-jail
https://www.engageny.org/resource/middle-school-ela-curriculum-video-close-reading-of-a-text-mlk-letter-from-birmingham-jail
https://www.engageny.org/resource/middle-school-ela-curriculum-video-close-reading-of-a-text-mlk-letter-from-birmingham-jail
http://faculty.millikin.edu/~moconner/writing/king1a.html
http://faculty.millikin.edu/~moconner/writing/king1a.html
http://research.archives.gov/description/299891
http://research.archives.gov/description/299891
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=97&page=transcript
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=97&page=transcript
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=97&page=transcript
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=97&page=transcript
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Use a range of 
textual evidence 
to support 
summaries and 
interpretations of 
texts (e.g., 
purpose, central 
idea) 

 

Complete a think-aloud 
with students when 
working with new or 
complex texts to model the 
questions you ask and 
mental moves you make 
as an experienced reader 
of this type of text to make 
sense of it. 

 

 
Try having students 
summarize using different 
formats and modes: 
presentation slide, Tweets, 
lists, index cards, limits of 
25 or 50 words, or an 
outline. 

 
Provide sentence stems 
typical of those used to 
summarize this type of text 
(In _____, Author X argues 
that ______). 

 

3 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
1 

Alternate Topic: The Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009 

Read “Lilly Ledbetter on the Lilly 

Ledbetter Fair Pay Act of 2009” at 

the White House. Wikisource. 29 

January 2009. 

https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Lilly

_Ledbetter_on_the_Lilly_Ledbetter_
Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009 

 

Read “Commencement Address 

from Lilly Ledbetter” at Walden 

University. 25 July 2009. 

http://www.waldenu.edu/about/multi

media/transcripts/0709-comm-lilly-

ledbetter-address 

 

View Lily Ledbetter’s “It’s About 

Equality” speech at the Democratic 

National Convention. Washington 

Post. 4 September 2012. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/poli

tics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-

equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-

11e1-8398-

0327ab83ab91_video.html Read 

transcript, “Lilly Ledbetter DNC 

Speech”. Politico. 4 September 

2012 

http://www.politico.com/news/storie

s/0912/80704.html 

 

Annenberg Classroom “A Call to 

Act: Ledbetter v Goodyear Tire and 

Rubber Co.” The Leonard 

Annenberg Institute for Civics. 

http://www.annenbergclassroom.org

/page/call-to-act-ledbetter 

https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Lilly_Ledbetter_on_the_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009
https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Lilly_Ledbetter_on_the_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009
https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Lilly_Ledbetter_on_the_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009
https://en.m.wikisource.org/wiki/Lilly_Ledbetter_on_the_Lilly_Ledbetter_Fair_Pay_Act_of_2009
http://www.waldenu.edu/about/multimedia/transcripts/0709-comm-lilly-ledbetter-address
http://www.waldenu.edu/about/multimedia/transcripts/0709-comm-lilly-ledbetter-address
http://www.waldenu.edu/about/multimedia/transcripts/0709-comm-lilly-ledbetter-address
http://www.waldenu.edu/about/multimedia/transcripts/0709-comm-lilly-ledbetter-address
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-11e1-8398-0327ab83ab91_video.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-11e1-8398-0327ab83ab91_video.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-11e1-8398-0327ab83ab91_video.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-11e1-8398-0327ab83ab91_video.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/lilly-ledbetter-its-about-equality/2012/09/04/d83b6b14-f6fb-11e1-8398-0327ab83ab91_video.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/80704.html
http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0912/80704.html
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/page/call-to-act-ledbetter
http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/page/call-to-act-ledbetter
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Standard: W.9.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 
Learning Targets: Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  
Resources 

An argument is a 
logical way of 
demonstrating that 
a position, belief, 
or conclusion is 
based on 
reasoning and 
evidence gained 
from analysis of a 
topic or text. 

A claim is the 
writer’s specific 
position on a 
particular topic/text 
based on analysis 
of the topic/text. 

Mini lesson on 
argument- ask 
students to reflect on 
former arguments or 
debates. What 
worked and what 
didn’t? Why? Segue 
into importance of a 
good argument. 

 
Mini lesson on fact vs. 
thesis statement 

4 https://www.teachingchannel.org/
blog/2014/03/12/argument-
writing-is-priority/ (can be used to 
help develop lesson on writing 
argument) 

 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Nx2-PcBzZjo ( a funny video 
clarifying a topic sentence versus 
a thesis statement.) 

Establish precise 
claims that 
demonstrate a 
thorough analysis 
of a topic or text. 

Use listed worksheets 
to help students 
understand a strong 
thesis 

4 http://penningtonpublishing.com/b
log/wp-
content/uploads/2009/12/Thesis-
Statement-Practice1.pdf 
(worksheets that can be used to 
show how to write a strong thesis) 

Structure 
arguments to 
support claims 
using reasons and 
evidence. 

Interpret and apply 
evidence that 
supports claims. 

Anticipate the 

Review use of 
outlines 

 

 
 
 
Mini lesson on claims 
and evidence. 

 
 

4 http://www.holbrook.k12.az.us/sc
hools/HHS/gnovell/home/Forms/A
rgumentGraphicOrganizer.pdf 
(argument graphic organizer) 

 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=69btpc8Ds0M (video on claims, 
reasons, and evidence) 
 

 

https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2014/03/12/argument-writing-is-priority/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nx2-PcBzZjo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nx2-PcBzZjo
http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Thesis-Statement-Practice1.pdf
http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Thesis-Statement-Practice1.pdf
http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Thesis-Statement-Practice1.pdf
http://penningtonpublishing.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/Thesis-Statement-Practice1.pdf
http://www.holbrook.k12.az.us/schools/HHS/gnovell/home/Forms/ArgumentGraphicOrganizer.pdf
http://www.holbrook.k12.az.us/schools/HHS/gnovell/home/Forms/ArgumentGraphicOrganizer.pdf
http://www.holbrook.k12.az.us/schools/HHS/gnovell/home/Forms/ArgumentGraphicOrganizer.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69btpc8Ds0M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69btpc8Ds0M
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knowledge and 
concerns of the 
audience. 

Clarify the 
relationship 
between claims 
and reasons, 
reasons and 
evidence, and 
claims and 
counterclaims. 

 

 
Brief mini lesson on 
how to gear an 
argument towards an 
intended audience 

 
 
Continue to work with 
outlines. 
Use video listed 
above about claims, 
evidence, and 
reasons. 

 
http://www.belmont.edu/english/p
df/Writing%20an%20Argument.pd
f (There is a short segment on the 
bottom of page one that can be 
used to create your mini lesson) 

Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style and objective 
tone. 

 

Give students a few 
sentences written 
informally; ask them 
to rewrite in a more 
formal style 

3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=sdDBY2-Wmis (a video on 
formal vs. informal writing styles) 

 

http://www.belmont.edu/english/pdf/Writing%20an%20Argument.pdf
http://www.belmont.edu/english/pdf/Writing%20an%20Argument.pdf
http://www.belmont.edu/english/pdf/Writing%20an%20Argument.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdDBY2-Wmis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdDBY2-Wmis
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Additional 
Resources for 

Instruction 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Lilly Ledbetter Counterargument: 

 
Tobak, Steve “The Gender Pay Gap is a Complete Myth” 

CBSMoneyWatch. CBSNews. 8 March 2011. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-

complete-myth/ 

 

Rosin, Hanna “The Gender Wage Gap Lie” Slate. 30 August 

2013. 

http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/gender_

pay_gap_the_familiar_line_that_women_make_77_cents_to_ev

ery_man_s.html 

 

Kessler, Glenn “President Obama’s persistent ’77-cent’ claim on 

the wage gap gets a new Pinocchio rating” Washington Post. 9 

April 2014. http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-

checker/wp/2014/04/09/president-obamas-persistent-77-cent-

claim-on-the-wage-gap-gets-a-new-pinocchio-rating/ 

 

 

Argumentative Writing/Presentations 

 

View the speeches made by Lily Ledbetter and President Obama 

at the Fair Equity Order-Signing Ceremony. C-SPAN.  8 April 

2014. http://www.c-span.org/video/?318759-1/president-obama-

pay-equity 

 

Read “Remarks of President Barack Obama on the Lilly 

Ledbetter Fair Pay Restoration Act Bill Signing” Whitehouse. 29 

January 2009. https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-

office/remarks-president-barack-obama-lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-

restoration-act-bill-signin 

 

Read Blog Entry by Catherine Yourougou, Fellow, “An Equal Pay 

History – The Fight Continues…” National Women’s Law Center. 

10 June 2013. http://www.nwlc.org/our-blog/equal-pay-history-

fight-continues 

 

Patten, Eileen “On Equal Pay Day, key facts about the gender 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-complete-myth/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-complete-myth/
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/gender_pay_gap_the_familiar_line_that_women_make_77_cents_to_every_man_s.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/gender_pay_gap_the_familiar_line_that_women_make_77_cents_to_every_man_s.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/gender_pay_gap_the_familiar_line_that_women_make_77_cents_to_every_man_s.html
http://www.slate.com/articles/double_x/doublex/2013/08/gender_pay_gap_the_familiar_line_that_women_make_77_cents_to_every_man_s.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/wp/2014/04/09/president-obamas-persistent-77-cent-claim-on-the-wage-gap-gets-a-new-pinocchio-rating/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/wp/2014/04/09/president-obamas-persistent-77-cent-claim-on-the-wage-gap-gets-a-new-pinocchio-rating/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/wp/2014/04/09/president-obamas-persistent-77-cent-claim-on-the-wage-gap-gets-a-new-pinocchio-rating/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/fact-checker/wp/2014/04/09/president-obamas-persistent-77-cent-claim-on-the-wage-gap-gets-a-new-pinocchio-rating/
http://www.c-span.org/video/?318759-1/president-obama-pay-equity
http://www.c-span.org/video/?318759-1/president-obama-pay-equity
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-barack-obama-lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-restoration-act-bill-signin
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-barack-obama-lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-restoration-act-bill-signin
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-barack-obama-lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-restoration-act-bill-signin
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/remarks-president-barack-obama-lilly-ledbetter-fair-pay-restoration-act-bill-signin
http://www.nwlc.org/our-blog/equal-pay-history-fight-continues
http://www.nwlc.org/our-blog/equal-pay-history-fight-continues
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pay gap”. PewResearch. 14 April 2015 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/14/on-equal-pay-

day-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-gender-pay-gap/ 

 

Baxter, Emily “Hard Facts About the Pay Gap Between Men and 

Women” Newsweek. 15 April 2015. 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-

complete-myth/ 

 

AAUW “#The New 10 Submission” YouTube. 26 June 2015. 

https://youtu.be/G_ikzQM93W8 

 

Ziv, Stav “Gender Pay Gap Won’t Close for Another 43 Years” 

Newsweek. 16 March 2015. http://www.newsweek.com/gender-

pay-gap-wont-close-another-43-years-314249 

 

Letter to Congress Re: Co – Sponsor and Support the Paycheck 

Fairness Act. National Women’s Law Center. 11 June 2015. 

http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/coalition_sign_on_lett

er_cosponsor_paycheck_fairness_act_june_2015.pdf 

Resources for Student 
Research 

 
Social Justice Advocacy Organizations 

 
Civil Rights 

● Race Forward: The Center for Racial Justice Innovation 
https://www.raceforward.org/about 

● Center for Media Justice http://centerformediajustice.org/  
● NAACP http://www.naacp.org/  
● National Congress of American Indians 

http://www.ncai.org/  
● National Council of La Raza http://www.nclr.org/  
● League of United Latin American Citizens http://lulac.org/  
● Japanese American Citizens League http://www.jacl.org/  
● Organization of Chinese Americans 

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/14/on-equal-pay-day-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/04/14/on-equal-pay-day-everything-you-need-to-know-about-the-gender-pay-gap/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-complete-myth/
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/the-gender-pay-gap-is-a-complete-myth/
https://youtu.be/G_ikzQM93W8
https://youtu.be/G_ikzQM93W8
http://www.newsweek.com/gender-pay-gap-wont-close-another-43-years-314249
http://www.newsweek.com/gender-pay-gap-wont-close-another-43-years-314249
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/coalition_sign_on_letter_cosponsor_paycheck_fairness_act_june_2015.pdf
http://www.nwlc.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/coalition_sign_on_letter_cosponsor_paycheck_fairness_act_june_2015.pdf
https://www.raceforward.org/about
https://www.raceforward.org/about
http://centerformediajustice.org/
http://www.naacp.org/
http://www.ncai.org/
http://www.nclr.org/
http://lulac.org/
http://www.jacl.org/
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http://www.ocanational.org/  

 
Immigration Rights 

● National Immigration Project 
http://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/  

● National Immigration Law Center http://www.nilc.org/  

 
Criminal Justice 

● Innocence Project http://www.innocenceproject.org/  
● Prison Policy Initiative  http://www.prisonpolicy.org/  
● Justice Policy Institute 

http://www.justicepolicy.org/index.html  

 
Community Organizing 

● Center for Community Change 
http://www.communitychange.org/#  

● National People’s Action http://npa-us.org/  

 
Disability Rights 

● Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund 
http://dredf.org/  

● American Association of People with Disabilities 
http://www.aapd.com/  

 
Elder Advocacy 

● Gray Panthers http://www.graypanthers.org/  

 
Child Advocacy 

● Children’s Defense Fund 
http://www.childrensdefense.org/  

● National Head Start Association http://www.nhsa.org/  
● Teen Talking Circle Project http://teentalkingcircles.org/  

 
Feminist/Women’s Rights 

● National Organization for Women http://now.org/  
● Ms. Foundation for Women http://forwomen.org/  
● Girls Inc. http://www.girlsinc.org/  
● Equality Now 

http://www.equalitynow.org/english/index.html  
● National Women’s Law Center http://www.nwlc.org/ 
● The American Association of University Women – Fight 

For Fair Pay.org http://www.aauw.org/fairpay/ 
● National Committee on Pay Equity 2015  http://www.pay-

http://www.ocanational.org/
http://www.nationalimmigrationproject.org/
http://www.nilc.org/
http://www.innocenceproject.org/
http://www.prisonpolicy.org/
http://www.justicepolicy.org/index.html
http://www.communitychange.org/
http://npa-us.org/
http://dredf.org/
http://www.aapd.com/
http://www.graypanthers.org/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
http://www.nhsa.org/
http://teentalkingcircles.org/
http://now.org/
http://forwomen.org/
http://www.girlsinc.org/
http://www.equalitynow.org/english/index.html
http://www.nwlc.org/
http://www.nwlc.org/
http://www.aauw.org/fairpay/
http://www.aauw.org/fairpay/
http://www.pay-equity.org/index.html
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equity.org/index.html 

 

 
LGBT Rights 

● Human Rights Campaign http://www.hrc.org/ 
● PFLAG 

http://community.pflag.org/Page.aspx?pid=194&srcid=-2 
●   

 

http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/civil-rights-

organizations 

http://www.gse.harvard.edu/careers/alumni/tools/organization-
profiles-index/advocacy 

 

 
Current events 

http://www.diversityinc.com/ 

http://www.thenewcivilrightsmovement.com/  

http://civilrights.org/press/releases.html 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/d/dis

crimination/index.html 

http://articles.chicagotribune.com/keyword/discrimination 

 
Evidence  

http://www.splcenter.org/ http://www.splcenter.org/get-

informed/intelligence-files/ideology 

 
Extension 

Downloadable Interactive App- Freedom Summer and  the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964 

http://congress.indiana.edu/%E2%80%9Cfreedom-

summer%E2%80%9D-app-teaches-players-about-the-forces-

shaped-congress%E2%80%99s-passage-the-civil-rights-act or  

http://www.centeroncongress.org/freedom-summer-and-the-civil-

rights-act-1964  

 

 

http://www.pay-equity.org/index.html
http://www.pay-equity.org/index.html
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.hrc.org/
http://community.pflag.org/Page.aspx?pid=194&srcid=-2
http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/civil-rights-organizations
http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/civil-rights-organizations
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/careers/alumni/tools/organization-profiles-index/advocacy
http://www.gse.harvard.edu/careers/alumni/tools/organization-profiles-index/advocacy
http://www.diversityinc.com/
http://www.thenewcivilrightsmovement.com/
http://civilrights.org/press/releases.html
http://civilrights.org/press/releases.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/d/discrimination/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/subjects/d/discrimination/index.html
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/keyword/discrimination
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/keyword/discrimination
http://www.splcenter.org/
http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/intelligence-files/ideology
http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/intelligence-files/ideology
http://congress.indiana.edu/%E2%80%9Cfreedom-summer%E2%80%9D-app-teaches-players-about-the-forces-shaped-congress%E2%80%99s-passage-the-civil-rights-act
http://congress.indiana.edu/%E2%80%9Cfreedom-summer%E2%80%9D-app-teaches-players-about-the-forces-shaped-congress%E2%80%99s-passage-the-civil-rights-act
http://congress.indiana.edu/%E2%80%9Cfreedom-summer%E2%80%9D-app-teaches-players-about-the-forces-shaped-congress%E2%80%99s-passage-the-civil-rights-act
http://www.centeroncongress.org/freedom-summer-and-the-civil-rights-act-1964
http://www.centeroncongress.org/freedom-summer-and-the-civil-rights-act-1964

